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INTRODUCTION

The military action launched by Azerbaijan on September 19" prompted a mass exodus of the ethnic
Armenian population from Nagorno-Karabakh. As of October 3, 16:00 100,625 persons fled' to Armenia, a
landlocked country of just 2.7 mil. people, with challenging political and economic situation. The crisis will
have long-lasting impact on the country’s socio-economic setting and affect the government, society and,
most importantly the lives of displaced population.

The mass displacement of the population came after by long-term tensions in the region and the blockade
of the Lachin corridor, imposed by Azerbaijan in December 2022. The 9 months-long blockade of the Lachin
corridor, the only pathway connecting Nagorno-Karabakh territory to Armenia, effectively cut off supplies of
essential goods and necessities for the Nagorno-Karabakh population. The 120,000 residents of Nagorno-
Karabakh experienced a significant scarcity of food and essential items, medical supplies and services. As
the population left their territories, they went through long queues for evacuation and spent several days
on the roads to the Armenian border. Majority of the displaced are women, children, elderly. Families are
traveling with multiple children.

While Syunik region is the first stop for the displaced, the majority of them are moving and heading to other
regions of Armenia. They mostly reside with the host families or collective shelters (state buildings) and/or
hotels, that are not well adapted for long-term stays. As of October 1, according to the official figures, 48,649
persons were provided temporary accommodation by the state. 2

The Government of Armenia is coordinating humanitarian assistance for the displaced population. Recently,
the government has announced cash support programs, which includes one-time cash assistance of 100,000
Armenian dram, and cash for utility and rent of 40,000 and 10,000 Armenian Dram per person respectively. ?

International and local organizations and civil society are making efforts to mobilize resources. Multiagency
coordination groups have been set up in the cash assistance and shelter sectors. Local organizations have
taken action to provide basic shelter, food and hygiene and winterization items. Despite the existing
support, it can be difficult for them to mobilize all necessary resources to accommodate the newly arrived
populations over the next weeks, as the needs grow, with upcoming winter conditions and limited coping
mechanisms.

Additional external assistance is crucial for addressing both the immediate and mid-term needs of the
affected people to provide access to education, protection, and other essential services. Effective response
strategies require coordinated efforts among international donors, organizations, government bodies, and
private agencies.

1 See more here:

2The number of displaced persons provided accommodation in different regions: in Ararat - 12445 persons, Kotayk - 11630,
Syunik - 4592, Armavir - 4461, Gegharqunik- 3996, Lori - 2686, Tavush - 2322, Aragatsotn - 2305, Shirak - 2275, Vayots Dzor -
1937. Available here:

3 See more:
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STATEMENT OF INTENT

The rapid needs assessment aims to understand the priority needs and barriers that displaced people from
Nagorno-Karabakh are facing in Armenia. This rapid assessment will help CARE Caucasus, "WINNET Goris"
Development Foundation and partner organizations design and plan humanitarian response strategy for
displaced populations in Armenia before more comprehensive data is collected and analyzed. The findings
will be further disseminated with civil society representatives, UN-led working groups, government agencies,
which are planning to provide assistance to the displaced population from Nagono-Karabakh. CARE Caucasus
aims to ensure that adequate humanitarian support is provided to people in need, especially the most
vulnerable groups such as women, children, elderly and people with disabilities.

The objective of the rapid assessment is to identify the inmediate needs of the affected population and help
CARE and partners provide response, which will meet the needs and priorities of the displaced population.

The specific objectives of this assessment are:

X Understand the prioritized needs of the conflict-affected population;

X Understand what their vulnerabilities are and how they might be addressed;

X Understand the current settlement of displaced persons, as well as their intentions for future
movement;

x Understand their security and dignity concerns;

x and identify the type of information they would like to receive in Armenia.

] was prepared on September, 2023. The data was collected

in Sep 26-29, 2023. 16 close-ended questions were included under the 5 major sections: a) about respondents
and household composition; b) needs; c) security and protection; d) movement and current settlement e)
access to information and services.

The online survey was created using Google Forms and WINNET Goris Development Foundation team
members and volunteers filled in the survey by interviewing respondents at temporary shelters and
registration centers in Goris. The convenience sampling is considered the most optimal method of
assessments.

The small sample and survey methods used have limitations in terms of the representativeness and
disaggregation of this data.



